CAUSES OF THE WAR
acknowledged as much in the Senate, to the
astonishment of certain Belgians. Such horrors
as occurred were simply the horrors of war,
and not German atrocities in particular. An
Italian pastor, a Protestant, domiciled in the
United States, was sent to Belgium during the
war to collect evidence regarding these alleged
German atrocities. He wrote me a remarkable
letter, to the effect that he had done his utmost
to find substantiation, for this was needed to use
in war propaganda. 'Unfortunately, although I
spent months upon the search, I could not dis-
cover any atrocities/ "
"It seems, then," I concluded, "that you waged
your own war and made your own revolution.
Both of them with success. In the sense of
Nietzsche, a sense which combines your views
and mine, let me ask you what was your pre-
dominant motive? There was little to complain
of in Austrian rule in the Tridentino, and you
had always been a savage critic of the Italian
bureaucracy. The only way in which I can
account for your forcible severance from your
past is by supposing that you wanted to govern
in accordance with your particular fancy. Is it
true that your main purpose was to refashion
Italy in accordance with your own vision?'*
"That was it," he answered decisively.
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